
Sermon Notes and Home Group Guidance 

Week following 28 November: 1 Samuel 13:1-14:45 

A disobedient king 

Introduction: In this passage we see Saul making foolish and unwise decisions and 

trying to shift the blame onto others for his disobedience to God. 

 

Read 1 Samuel 13:1-14:45, then answer the following questions: 

       To clarify understanding 

a. (13:9) Read Numbers 18:5-7. Why was Saul, as king, not allowed to offer sacrifices? 

b. (14:33) “…the men are sinning against the Lord by eating meat that has blood in it.” 

(v33); “For the life of a creature is in the blood… it is the blood that makes 

atonement for one’s life. (Leviticus 17:11) The Israelites knew that blood was 

reserved for atoning sacrifices: atonement for sin came at the cost of a life. What did 

the blood represent (Lev 17:11)?  

 

      To encourage honest response  

a. How has God spoken to you through this text and sermon? What questions does it 

raise in your mind? 

 

b. (13:11) “you did not come at the set time…”  Saul tries to shift the blame onto 

Samuel. In what ways do we try to blame others for our own disobedience to God? 

 

c. (13:11-12) “When I saw… I thought…so I felt compelled….” (v11-12) Saul acted 

disobediently based upon what he saw before him, rather than trusting God. He was 

ruled by his feelings. How does this tendency challenge us too when under pressure? 

 

d. (14:2) “Meanwhile, Saul was taking it easy under the pomegranate tree…” (14:2, The 

Message) The enemy was nearby. Crisis threatened. And Saul was taking it easy 

under a tree. Something needed to be done; someone else would have to do it. That 

someone was Jonathan. When something needs doing, where are we: armchair critic, 

backseat driver, supportive armour-bearer, or the ‘someone else’?  Have we lapsed 

into taking it easy in our service? 

 

e. (14:24-33) “Now the Israelites were in distress that day…” (v24) Saul’s motive in 

imposing a fast “until I have taken vengeance on my enemies” was not spiritual. His 

focus was not on God. But obedience to Saul led the men to disobey God: famished 

and exhausted, they unthinkingly ate the meat with blood in it. Read Mark 7:8.  Why 

does legalism so easily lead to sin? What lessons are there for us here? 

 

Prayer  

a. Thank God that he loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

b. Pray that each one of us might grow in obedience to God. 
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