
Sermon Notes and Home Group Guidance  
Week following 7 November 2021: 1 Samuel 8:1-22  

A human king

Introduction: Israel is under her final judge, the prophet Samuel. In his old age, he appoints 
his two sons as judges so that they might succeed him on his death, but because of their 
corruption, the people ask for a king to rule over them so they can be like other nations.  

Read 1 Samuel 8:1-21, then answer the following questions:

       To clarify understanding

a. (v5) In demanding a king, what status were these Israelite leaders seeking? 

b. (v5) Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20. Should Samuel have been surprised by this demand 
for a king?  

      To encourage honest response 
a. How has God spoken to you through this text and sermon? What questions does it raise 

in your mind?  

b. (v3,5) “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to 
lead us…” (v5) Samuel’s sons were corrupt (v3). They were unfit to lead. But the only 
way to reduce corruption is to reduce the power of single individuals. Why do the people 
imagine that a human king will be any less corrupt than the alternative? In what ways are 
we inclined to put our trust in human authority rather than in God?  

c. (v6) “But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so 
he prayed to the Lord.” The demand for a king was a real slap in the face for Samuel. 
His immediate response was to turn to God in prayer. How do we respond to wounded 
pride/injured feelings - is prayer our first response or a last resort?  

d. (v7) “it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king” Being 
a chosen people was hard work. The people wanted to substitute human authority for 
God’s authority.  We too are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God.” (1 Peter 2:9). In what ways are we tempted to seek to be like the 
society around us rather than to follow Jesus as our King?  

e. (v22) “The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.”” Be careful what 
you pray for: God may give you what you want. Rather than asking God for help, and 
seeking His will, the Israelites told him what they wanted. Do we ever do that?  Give 
examples of situations where we might tell God our will rather than seeking His. 

f. (14-20) “… and you yourselves will become his slaves.” Whatever we look to for 
happiness and security (e.g. money, status, career, Facebook likes) will ultimately 
enslave us. How do we see this pattern at work today?

 
Prayer
a. Thank God for His Word and pray that we might each remain faithful to it.
b. Pray that like Samuel, we would always keep God on the throne as Lord in our lives.
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